
 

Syllabus  

 

 
 
Department: Division of Library and Information Science 
 
Course Number and Title: LIS 237 Metadata for Information Professionals  
 
Bulletin Description:  [25 words maximum] 
 
This graduate-level course will emphasize metadata schemes (structure and semantics) and their encoding in a 

machine-readable syntax across a wide range of user communities.  

 
Prerequisite(s): None 
Co-requisite(s): None 
   
 
Course Objectives: 

As outcomes of the course, students will: 

1) Understand the use of metadata in library, archival, museum, information center, and Internet 

communities; 

2) Understand the structure, value, and content of major metadata standards; 

3) Encode metadata schemas in HTML/XHTML, XML, and RDF/XML formats 

4) Relate relational database schemas and XML encodings; 

5) Explore tools for generating metadata records 

6) Determine the functional requirements for a given application domain; 

7) Design an application profile for a collection; 

8) Understand the challenges to maintaining quality metadata records; 

9) Understand the relationship between metadata quality and interoperability;  

10) Develop crosswalks between metadata standards. 

 

Program Goals and Outcomes: 
1A) Demonstrate knowledge of the ethics, values, and foundational principles and the role of library and 

information professionals in the promotion of democratic and legal principles and intellectual freedom.  

1D) Demonstrate effective communication techniques (verbal and written) used to analyze complex problems 

and create appropriate solutions.        

3A) Understand the principles involved and the developmental, descriptive, and evaluative skills needed in the 

organization, representation and retrieval of recorded knowledge and information resources. 

3B) Demonstrate ability to organize recorded knowledge and information using the systems of cataloging, 

metadata, indexing, and classification standards and methods.  



 

Units of Instruction: 
The table below lists the required reading in the textbook.  

Chapter Title 

1 Introduction 

2 Current Standards 

3 Schemas – Structure and Semantics 

4 Schemas - Syntax 

5 Metadata Records 

6 Metadata Services (sections 6.1, 6.3, and 6.4) 

7 Metadata Quality (sections 7.1, 7.2, 7.5, and 7.6) 

8 Interoperability 
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Instructional Time Requirements: 150 hours for 3 credits (10 hours per week for our 15 week semester) 

 

Asynchronous or synchronous Lecture  

Assigned weekly reading 

Weekly assignments (individual and group) 

Active participation in online discussions 

Research for semester-long projects (term papers, projects) 

Presentations (online or face to face) 

Academic Service-Learning projects (where appropriate) 
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